NOT A POLICY  BUT CREED                            181
organization necessary for the work ? You can all be members
and volunteers and take charge of the work. Think what the
students in Europe did during the Great War. Are we prepared
to make the sacrifice that they made ? If deep down in us is
the conviction that we may not even breathe in peace until we
have freedom, we will live and move and have our being in
carrying out the constructive programme.
Lastly, may I sum up in a word what is expected of you ?
Even as we have to be pure, let us shed the fear of death. An
Englishman has recently told us that though Gandhi may think
that India will be none the worse if Englishmen left India, he
has no doubt that not a rich man's property will be safe and
not a virgin will be inviolate the moment his countrymen leave
India. That shows what a low opinion he has of us Indians.
But how can it be otherwise ? We are so fear-stricken today
that we have to maintain the services of hired men for the
defence of our property and our honour. The moment we shed
the fear of death, we shall escape from this wretched plight.
I expect every maiden studying in the Vidyapith to wake up
and muster sufficient moral strength to withstand even the
touch of a wicked individual. I want you all to shed the fear of
death, so that when the history of freedom comes to be written,
the names of the boys and girls of national schools and colleges
may be mentioned therein as of those who died not doing vio-
lence but in resisting it, no matter by whom committed. The
strength to kill is not essential for self-defence; one ought to
have the strength to die. When a man is fully ready to die
he will not even desire to offer violence. Indeed I may put it
down as a self-evident proposition that the desire to kill is in
inverse proportion to the desire to die. And history is replete
with instances of men who by dying with courage and com-
passion on their lips converted the hearts of their violent
opponents.
*                    *                    *
In reply to a question at the end of the speech, Gandhiji
said:
" If I am so keen on the students' share in the struggle,
why did I not press for the boycott of schools and colleges,
ask. I say there was no atmosphere. But I hope you will